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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of invention 1 , claims 1-8, 23 and 26 in the reply 
filed on 8/14/2006 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claim is directed solely 
towards a data storage medium storing auxiliary information. 

When nonfunctional descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable 
medium, it is not statutory since no requisite functionality is present to satisfy the 
practical application requirement. Merely claiming nonfunctional descriptive material 
stored in a computer-readable medium does not make it statutory. See MPEP 
2106.IV.B.1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claims 1-8, 23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Sampsell (US 6,614,988). 

Regarding claim 1, Sampsell teaches an auxiliary information generation 
method comprising: 

generating auxiliary information relating to digital data when the digital data is 
generated (Col. 3, line 39 through Col. 4, line 23 teaches the ability for the system to 
generate auxiliary information relating to digital audio and video taken by a camcorder); 
and 

recording or transmitting the generated auxiliary information together with the 
digital data (Figure 128 and Col. 5, lines 20-33 teaches that the generated auxiliary 
information can be stored on the tape 128, which is where the audio and video 
information is also stored). 

Regarding claim 2, Sampsell teaches the claimed wherein: 
a candidate of auxiliary information to be generated is selected (Col. 3, line 39 
through Col. 4, line 23 and Figure 3 teaches numerous candidates of names, things, 
prepositions, place, and event information that can be selected as auxiliary information); 
and 

auxiliary information corresponding to the selected candidate is generated (Col. 
3, line 39 through Col. 4, line 23 and Figure 3 teaches numerous candidates of names, 
things, prepositions, place, and event information that can be selected as auxiliary 
information. The information is therefore generated for the purpose of displaying or 
storing the auxiliary information). 
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Regarding claim 3, Sampsell teaches the claimed wherein generation of the 
auxiliary information is carried out in synchronization with the start or completion of one 
of inputting, recording, and transmission of the digital data (Col. 3, line 39 through Col. 
4, line 23 and Figure 3 teaches numerous candidates of names, things, prepositions, 
place, and event information that can be selected as auxiliary information. Col. 3, lines 
4-15 teaches that the auxiliary information can be attached to the video after the video 
has been selected. The generation of the auxiliary information is therefore synchronized 
(displayed to the user as seen in Figure 3) when the user chooses to label the video, 
which has completed recording of the video data). 

Regarding claim 4, Sampsell teaches the claimed wherein generation of the 
auxiliary information is carried out with, as a trigger, user operation performed on a data 
generation apparatus which generates the digital data (Col. 3, line 4-38 teaches that 
when the user chooses to add auxiliary information to a video, the menu as seen in 
Figure 3 is generated. When the user chooses to enter the Natural Language Interface 
12 (Figures 3, 5 and col. 5, lines 20-33), the selection meets the limitation of the claimed 
"trigged). 

Regarding claim 5, Sampsell teaches the claimed wherein: 
the digital data is video and audio data (Col. 5, lines 20-33 teaches a camcorder 
which records audio and video data); and 

the auxiliary information includes any of temporal information, contents, and 
degree of importance, of the video and audio data (Col. 3, line 39 through Col. 4, line 23 
and Figure 3 teaches numerous types of information that define the video that has been 
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taken. The "names, things, prepositions, places, and events" categories configurable by 
the user read on the claimed limitations). 

Claim 6 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 7, Sampsell teaches the claimed comprising a CPU which is 
included in a data generation apparatus for generating the digital data (Col. 3, line 39 
through Col. 4, line 23 and Figure 4 teaches a Camcorder which includes the Natural 
Language Interface 12. The Natural Language Interface 12 and the entire system have 
to be controlled by a controller/processor. The recording of video with a camcorder and 
the functions of the Natural Language Interface 12 have to be realized with the control 
of a controller/processor, and therefore, it is an inherent feature in Sampsell. The 
limitation of the CPU is therefore met by the inherent controller/processor of Sampsell). 

Regarding claim 8, Sampsell teaches the limitations as discussed in claim 7 
above and further teaches wherein: 

said data generation apparatus includes a display means for displaying the digital 
data (Col. 4, line 53 through Col. 5, line 33 and Figure 3 teaches a viewfinder 50 that 
displays the video data); and 

said CPU includes, 

a menu display means for displaying, on the display means, a menu of auxiliary 
information which is to be selected by the user of the data generation apparatus (Col. 4, 
line 53 through Col. 5, line 33 and Figure 3 teaches that the Natural Language Interface 
12 (in conjunction with the controller/processor) displays a menu displaying the auxiliary 
information selectable by the user), 
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a model selection means for selecting a model of auxiliary information according 
to options in the menu selected by the user (Col. 4, line 53 through Col. 5, line 33 and 
Figure 3 teaches that the Natural Language Interface 12 (in conjunction with the 
controller/processor) displays a menu displaying the auxiliary information selectable by 
the user. Furthermore, button 54a is used to select a particular auxiliary information), 
and 

a model rewriting means for rewriting parameter sections in the selected model 
according to an instruction from the user (Col. 5, lines 3-4 teaches that the back button 
54e can be selected by the user to edit a selection previously made, therefore, the 
ability to rewrite parameters is clearly taught). 

Regarding claim 23, Sampsell teaches a data storage medium which stores a 
data processing program for making a computer execute the auxiliary information 
generation method defined in claim 1 (Col. 5, lines 49-63 that a "personal computer 86 
that includes software with the Natural Language Interface 12" can be used to do the 
same functions as discussed in claim 1 above. Since the software is stored on the 
personal computer, it has to be stored on a medium). 

Regarding claim 26, Sampsell teaches a data storage medium which stores the 
auxiliary information generated by the auxiliary information generation method defined 
in claim 1 (Col. 5, lines 20-33 teaches a tape 128 that records the auxiliary information). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Application/Control Number: 09/940,629 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2621 

The cited references teach the ability to attach additional information of video 
contents onto the data of the video contents. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gelek Topgyal whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8891. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am -5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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